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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE ZIMMERMAN CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, APRIL 15, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER The regular meeting of the Zimmerman City Council was called to order at 7:00 

p.m. at City Hall by Mayor Stay, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

ROLL CALL Present:  Mayor Stay, Council Members Frederick, Shepard and Whiting.   

Member Bondhus was excused absent.  Also present were Administrator Piasecki, 

Clerk/Treasurer Tillmann, and Public Works Director Koehler.     

 

AGENDA APPROVAL Whiting/Shepard unanimous to approve the agenda with the following 

additions to the consent agenda:       

• LMCIT Property/Liability Premium Payment  

• LMCIT Worker’s Compensation Premium Payment  

as well as the following Mayor/Council Items: 

• Wild West Days Update 

• Meetings with State and Federal Representatives 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES Frederick/Whiting unanimous to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2019 

Regular Meeting as presented.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA Shepard/Frederick unanimous to approve the consent agenda with the 

addition of Item o. LMCIT Property/Liability Premium Payment and Item 

p. LMCIT Worker’s Compensation Premium Payment as follows: 

 

a. Approve the payment of claims (check #40935 - #40973) in the amount of $21,569.49 and electronic 

payments (e-check #1786 - #1797) in the amount of $74,244.98 as presented.   

b. Adopt RESOLUTION #2019-04-03, approving the carryover and commitment of General Fund balance as 

presented and as recommended by staff. 

c. Approve payment to Abdo, Eick & Meyers in the amount of $6,700.00 (ck #40974) as final payment for 

certified audit services for the year ended December 31, 2018, per the agreement on file in the City 

Clerk/Treasurer’s Office.   

d. Accept invoice #C5451, approving payment to Braham Precast Step Co., for the purchase of 150 concrete 

fence posts in the amount of $9,000, (ck #40975) with payment from the 2019 Park Budget, as recommended 

by staff.    

e.  Accept Invoice #010262.100-1, authorizing payment to Springsted LLC in the amount of $10,000.00 (ck 

#40977) for the 2018 Classification and Compensation Study, as recommended by staff.     

f. Authorize payment to the Zimmerman/Livonia Fire District in the amount of $78,929.03 (ck# 40978) as first-

half payment for 2019 Fire Protection Services, as recommended by staff.     

g.  Approve the license registration for a Sewer and Water Installer, for the period of April 16 – December 31, 

2018 for Gordon Hoppe, dba Gordy’s Custom Cabinetry & Excavating, 1861 Viking Blvd NE, East Bethel, 

MN  55011.   

h. Approve the license application for a Solicitor for the period of May 22, 2019 – May 21, 2020, for a mobile 

food truck for Wariya Thompson, dba Thai 1 On, 27931 – 116th Street NW, Zimmerman, MN  55398.   

i. Adopt RESOLUTION #2019-04-04, approving the Application for Exempt Permit for the American Legion 

Auxiliary Unit 560 for a gambling event to be held August 17, 2019 at the Zimmerman American Legion Post 

560, 12674 Fremont Avenue, Zimmerman, MN  55398. 
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j. Adopt RESOLUTION #2019-04-05, approving the Application for Exempt Permit for the American Legion 

Riders Post 560 for gambling events to be held May 24 – 25, 2019, in conjunction with the annual Wild West 

Days Celebration at the Zimmerman City Park, 25850 Main Street, Zimmerman, MN  55398. 

k. Adopt RESOLUTION #19-04-06, approving a Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for the Zimmerman Civic 

Club in conjunction with the annual Wild West Days celebration, to be held May 23 – 26, 2019, and used in 

designated areas at the City of Zimmerman Municipal Park located at 25850 Main Street, Zimmerman.  

l.  Approve an event permit application for an outdoor worship service on the property located at 12515 Fremont 

Avenue, as requested by Restoring Lives Community Church/Pastor Lorraine Daley, to be held on the 

following dates and times:  

• June 20 & 21, 2019; 7 – 10 p.m. 

• July 20, 2019; 1 – 3 p.m. 

• July 21, 2019; 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

• August 24, 2019; 1 – 4 p.m. 

• August 25, 2019; 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

• September 4, 2019; 2 – 4 p.m.  

m.  Approve an event permit application for a residential block party and allow the closing of 8th Street West 

between 9th Avenue South and 10th Avenue South from 9:00 a.m. on September 14 to 12: a.m. on September 

16, 2019, as requested.    

n.  Approve the permit application for a public parade to be held on Friday, May 31, 2019, as requested by the 

Zimmerman High School Class of 2019, 25900 - 4th Street West, with staging at Refuge Evangelical Free 

Church and ending at the Zimmerman High School, approving the closing of certain roads, identified on the 

map provided for the duration of the parade, to be held from 7:00 – 7:20 a.m. 

o.  Approve the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust Property/Liability Policy renewal as presented and 

authorize premium payment to LMCIT in the amount of $70,268.00 (ck #40976), as presented and as 

recommended by staff.     

p.  Approve the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust Worker’s Compensation policy renewal as presented 

and authorize premium payment to LMCIT in the amount of $38,052.00 (ck #40976), as presented and as 

recommended by staff.     

  

OPEN FORUM There was no one present to address the Council during Open Forum.     

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORT 

Patrol Captain Bob Stangler, Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department, provided an overview of law 

enforcement activities for the month of March, 2019, the department received 379 calls for service, including 128 

traffic stops with 50 offenses charged by citation, not including long form complaints or in-custody arrests.  

During the same period in 2018, there were 504 calls for service, with 451 calls in 2017.    Stangler noted the 

significant number of traffic stops in town in 2018 and speculated that there may have been significant weather 

events during March 2018 to account for the larger number of traffic contacts.  One burglary of an unoccupied 

residence was reported in March, and there were 6 theft reports made.  The department also responded to 4 

property damage accidents and 3 criminal damage to property complaints.  Stangler reviewed other types of calls 

made during the month, noting that 3 disturbing the peace calls were made with one resulting in an arrest, two 

dogs were reported missing and 3 reports of fraud via phone were reported.      

 

Member Whiting questioned if the Sheriff’s Office received any snowmobile complaints around 9th Street West 

over the winter months.  Captain Stangler stated he did not believe the department received any complaints from 

that area but will confirm and provide information to staff as necessary.   

 

Council agreed by unanimous consensus to accept the Law Enforcement Report for March 2019 as 

presented.   
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FIRE PROTECTION REPORT 

Fire Chief Ryan Maloney presented the Fire Department report for the month of March 2019. The Department 

responded to 7 medical assists, 2 gas leaks, 2 injury accidents, 1 carbon monoxide call, 3 fire alarms, a downed 

power line, a vehicle fire, and a residential house fire in Livonia Township.  Maloney continued that 8 firefighters 

recently finished the EMT class hosted by the Elk River Fire Department.     

 

Brief discussion was held regarding the City-owned Marturano House.  The Sheriff’s Department will be 

conducting a training exercise in the house on Wednesday and the Fire Department, in cooperation with the Elk 

River Fire Department, will conduct a training burn of the house on Saturday, April 20.  Maloney continued that 

the residential neighborhood has been canvassed and residents are aware of the burn being conducted.   Public 

Works Director Koehler added that the debris from the house must remain on site for about 4 weeks before it will 

be accepted by the landfill.  He is in the process of securing quotes for the clean-up of the site and will present a 

recommendation and request for approval at a future meeting.   

 

Mayor Stay provided an update of most recent Fire Board Meetings.  Board members and Fire Department 

representatives have met twice with MN Department of Natural Resources (DNR) staff about a potential joint 

venture, housing both the Fire Department and local DNR office at a future Fire Hall in Zimmerman.  The Fire 

Board Finance Committee will meet on May 14 ahead of the Fire Board meeting to discuss possible funding 

options for construction and long-term borrowing.  More information and meeting minutes will be provided to 

Council as it becomes available.    

 

Council agreed by unanimous consensus to accept the Fire Protection Report of March 2019 as presented.      

 

PARK BOARD REPORT 

Jay Whiting, Park Board Member, provided an update of the April 2, 2019 Park Board meeting to the Council.  

The concession sub-committee met at the Concession Stand with Public Works staff last week to walk-through 

the building.  A local resident has offered his labor to wrap the counters in stainless steel through his employer, 

with the City providing the materials.  Staff is also looking at other low-cost upgrades including updating the 

lighting, new ceiling materials, interior doors, water heater, and interior paint.  New overhead doors will also be 

installed.  The facility would be available through rental only, with a fee and damage deposit required.    

 

Whiting/Shepard unanimous to accept the April 2, 2019 Park Board Report as presented.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 

Public Works Director Koehler provided information on the following upcoming activities for the Public Works 

Department:  

• May 8 -- Water Week at Westwood Elementary School – staff will be providing tours of the Water and 

Wastewater Plants for students as well as participating in classroom sessions to discuss water conservation, in 

cooperation with the MN Rural Water Association and the City Engineer.    

• May 16 – Paint the Plows event at Zimmerman Elementary School.  Public Works staff will bring snow 

plows and plow wings to the school for kids to paint to celebrate the end of winter.     

• Hydrant flushing will begin in about 2 weeks  

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – presented by Administrator Piasecki 

 

Request for Traffic Study of CSAH 4  

Over the past several years, numerous concerns have been brought to staff regarding traffic and pedestrian safety 

on CSAH 4.  Additional population growth in the city and surrounding townships, and new commercial/retail 

activity along this segment have occurred since the last study was conducted in 2004.  Sherburne County Public 

Works has suggested the City request a new traffic study on CSAH 4 to measure any regulatory changes that may 
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be warranted by increased traffic, access, and commercial development adjacent to CSAH 4.  The request is made 

to Sherburne County and the County requests MNDOT conduct the study.  

 

Staff has had discussions with County engineering staff regarding speed zones on this segment of highway.  The 

goal would be authorization for the County to extend the existing 30 mph zone westward from the 10th Street 

West (Casey’s) intersection.   Piasecki presented a draft resolution requesting the County and MNDOT conduct a 

traffic study on that portion of CSAH 4 lying between CH 45 and 22nd Street West.   

 

RESOLUTION #2019-04-07 Whiting/Shepard unanimous to adopt RESOLUTION #2019-04-07, 

requesting Sherburne County Public Works and the MN Department of 

Transportation conduct a traffic study on CSAH 4 lying between CH 45 and 

22nd Street West in Zimmerman. 

 

Mayor Stay declared a recess at 7:29 for the purpose convening a meeting of the Zimmerman Economic 

Development Authority.  The regular meeting was reopened at 7:50 p.m. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT (continued) 

 

Pedestrian Crossing Warning Lights 

Council is aware of citizen concern and complaints regarding the lack of a crosswalk at the 10th St W and CSAH 4 

intersection. There have been many near miss accidents with pedestrians crossing at this location at all times of 

day, but specific concerns are for school age children crossing CSAH 4.  Sherburne County is the in the planning 

stages of improvements specific to this location, with those improvements possibly occurring as soon as 2021.  

Until that happens, the County Engineer will allow the City to place a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon 

(RRFB) at this intersection, as well as a painted crosswalk.  The RRFB would allow pedestrians to activate the 

flashing signage to warn drivers that are entering the crosswalk.  This type of signage would work like the signs 

installed on CH45 between the schools.   

 

The County will also allow the placement of digital display radar speed signs on county speed limits signs.  These 

signs display the speed of oncoming vehicles and flash when vehicles are traveling at speeds in excess of the 

posted limit.  According to the County Engineer, this type of visual reminder has been proven to slow traffic.  

Staff has discussed placing 2 of these signs on CSAH 4, near City Hall and west of 10th Street West.  These are 

the areas where current speed zones transition from 30 mph to 45 mph and 45 mph to 30 mph.  Staff is also 

proposing to purchase an additional sign that can be placed on city street signs in “hot spots” for speeding traffic 

complaints.   

 

Mayor Stay added that he and Administrator Piasecki met with County Public Works staff two weeks ago to 

discuss transportation issues within City limits.  As part of the Safe Routes to School project, traffic safety on 

CSAH 4 was discussed.  Staff will continue to work with the County on vehicle and pedestrian safety 

improvements along the CSAH 4 corridor.     

 

Administrator Piasecki continued that staff has received one quote for 2 RRFB signs plus installation, totaling 

approximately $14,000.  He is waiting for quotes from additional vendors.   Prior to the meeting, Captain Stangler 

provided information from the vendor used by the Sheriff’s Department for similar equipment.  Radar speed signs 

are priced at approximately $4,000/unit depending on complexity.  Clerk/Treasurer Tillmann added that the 2019 

General Fund expenditure budget did not include funds for this type of expense.  Council has several options if 

deciding to proceed with this project, including a budget amendment to increase the expenditure budget to 

purchase signage and use uncommitted reserves for payment.   

 

Council directed staff to continue gathering information regarding RRFB and digital speed signs and 

report back at a future meeting.   
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MAYOR/COUNCIL ITEMS 

 

Wild West Days Update – Mayor Stay reported that he and Administrator Piasecki attended the Civic Club’s Wild 

West Days planning meeting at City Hall last Tuesday.  The Civic Club advised they will be reaching out to City 

Public Works staff in the next few weeks regarding their needs for the 2019 event.  Council requested that Civic 

Club members be invited to a Council meeting after the event to provide an update on 2019 activities and discuss 

2020 needs.   

 

Meetings with State and Federal Representatives – Last week, Mayor Stay and Administrator Piasecki had the 

opportunity to meet with Congressman Emmer’s Region Director and District 31A Representative Kurt Daudt 

about transportation and funding issues currently facing the City, specifically regarding the CSAH 4/Highway 169 

interchange and Lake Fremont Improvements.  Additional meetings have been requested once the legislative 

session is over.  More information will be provided as it becomes available.   

 

Mayor Stay identified the following upcoming events: 

• May 4 – Zimmerman/Livonia Township Clean Up Day – 8 a.m. – 12 Noon, Livonia Town Hall 

• May 11 – Ladies on the Loose/City-wide Garage Sale 

• May 18 -- Passing the Bread Food Distribution – 9 – 11 a.m.; UMA Precision Machining   

 

Before adjourning, Mayor Stay asked for a moment of silence in honor of US Military personnel home and abroad 

and for local emergency responders.      

 

Whiting/Frederick unanimous to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m.  Motion carried.   

  

Approved this 6th day of May 2019. 

 

 

 

s/s Kary Tillmann, Clerk/Treasurer 

 


