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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE ZIMMERMAN CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER The regular meeting of the Zimmerman City Council was called to order at 7:00 

p.m. at City Hall by Mayor Stay, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL Present:  Mayor Stay, Council Members Bondhus, Frederick, Shepard and 

Whiting.  Also present were Administrator Piasecki, Clerk/Treasurer Tillmann and 

Public Works Director Koehler.          

 

AGENDA APPROVAL Frederick/Shepard unanimous to approve the agenda as presented. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES Bondhus/Whiting unanimous to approve the minutes of the June 3, 2019 

Regular Meeting of the City Council as presented.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA Shepard/Whiting unanimous to approve the consent agenda as follows:  

 

a. Approve the payment of claims (check #41098 - #41125) in the amount of $24,472.84 and electronic 

payments (E#1812 – E#1816) in the amount of $35,993.79 as presented.   

b. Approve the revised agreement for legal services with Campbell Knutson PA, establishing 2020 billing rates, 

effective January 1, 2020, authorizing the Mayor and City Administrator to sign the agreement on behalf of 

the City, on file in the City Clerk’s Office.        

c. Approve the Building Permit Surcharge Report to May 2019 as presented.     

d. Approve the Public Dance Permit Application for outdoor music on June 29, 2019, at ZBG/Angeno’s, 13100 

Fremont Avenue, Zimmerman.   

e. Approve the permit application for a public parade to be held on Wednesday, October 2, 2019, as requested 

by the Zimmerman Youth Football Association, c/o 13375 – 1st Avenue South, Zimmerman, with staging at 

Zimmerman High School/Middle School and ending at the City Park, approving the closing of certain roads, 

identified on the map provided for the duration of the parade.   

f.  Approve the license application for a Solicitor for the period of June 18, 2019 – June 17, 2020, for door-to-

door sales of educational materials for Anna Korotkova, Southwestern Advantage, 19378 Baldwin Street NW, 

Elk River, MN  55330, pending receipt of all required documentation and necessary fees.    

 

OPEN FORUM There was no one present to address the Council during Open Forum.     

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORT 

Captain Bob Stangler, Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department, provided an overview of activities for the 

month of May, 2019.   In the month of May, the department received 285 calls for service, including 118 traffic 

stops, compared to 470 calls for service in the same time period in 2018 and 419 calls in 2017. There were 25 

citations issued, not including long form complaints, with 5 thefts which included 3 thefts from motor vehicles.  

Nine vehicle crashes and 4 property damage complaints were reported and the department responded to 14 

medicals.   Stangler added that in his opinion, Wild West Days went very well overall and there were no major 

incidents.  Stangler also reminded residents to secure houses and vehicles during the day.   

 

Mayor Stay read aloud a thank you card received from a local resident in appreciation for assistance provided on 

two separate occasions by Sherburne County Deputies.   

 

Stangler reported that he sits on the County’s Towards Zero Deaths Committee.  The committee is running 

several campaigns throughout the summer and fall to bring awareness to distracted driving, driving while under 

the influence, seat belt enforcement and pedestrian/crosswalk safety.    Next month’s report to Council will 
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include information about the “Hands Free” driving law going into effect on August 1.  Wendy Kowalski, 26412 

Lake Avenue, asked for clarification about the “slow poke” law also going into effect on August 1.    

 

Council accepted the Law Enforcement Report for May, 2019, by unanimous consensus as presented.   

 

PARK BOARD REPORT 

Member Bondhus provided the Park Board Report of June 4, 2019.  The Park Board has begun planning for the 

2019 Nigh To Unite event, which will be held in the City Park on Tuesday, August 6. The painted City plow 

trucks will be on display, in addition to inflatables, kids games, kick ball and emergency service personnel.  

Improvements continue at the Concession Building.   

 

Whiting/Shepard unanimous to accept the Park Board Report of June 4, 2019. as presented.   

 

2020 WILD WEST DAYS UPDATE 

Kris Hicks, Civic Club Chair, was present to discuss the 2019 Wild West Days event and begin planning for the 

2020 event.  For the 50th Annual event in 2020, the Civic Club is interested in including a bull riding event as part 

of the festivities.  The site has been reviewed by the event coordinator and he believes it will fit in the parking lot 

as part of the carnival. Extensive discussion was held regarding the layout of the event on park property and 

whether a bull riding event would fit within the confines of the City Park.  Council requested the Civic Club 

provide a layout of the event, including the proposed bull riding area, before any approvals would be provided by 

the City.  Council asked the Civic Club to consider requiring parking at an off-site location, such as the 

Zimmerman High School/Middle School, and provide shuttle busses to the event to reduce traffic in the event 

area.  Council also questioned the non-profit status of the Club, with Hicks adding that the Civic Club is working 

on updating their information, as well as donating a water heater for the concession building and assisting with 

plumbing work for the installation.  Discussion was held regarding alternate locations for future events.   

 

Whiting/Shepard unanimous to table consideration of 2020 Wild West Days event permit applications until 

the Civic Club provides a layout of the event on City property and updated non-profit status information.    

 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – presented by Public Works Director Koehler  

 

Consideration of Pick-Up Truck Purchases 

Previous Councils have authorized the purchase of 6 MN DOT pickup trucks for the Public Works Department 

over approximately the past 5 years.  These trucks are disposed of by MN DOT Fleet Services when state funded 

road projects are complete.  Staff has been working to implement a truck replacement rotation of 3-4 years and 

expects to recoup 50-75% or more of vehicle’s purchase price through this rotation, which should also decrease 

maintenance costs as the vehicles age and mileage increases.  The replacement was anticipated in the 2019 budget 

with $15,000 budgeted in each of the Water and Sewer Funds.   

 

Currently, Koehler wishes to replace the 2010 F-150 4 x 2 extended cab pickup and add an additional truck with 

this purchase.  MNDOT Fleet Services has two (2) 2014 Ford F-150, ½-ton extended cab 4 x 2 pickup trucks 

available.  One vehicle has 24,639 miles and one has 33,514 miles.  Staff has negotiated a purchase price of 

$22,500 for both trucks, plus tax, title and license fees, and requests authorization to purchase 2 vehicles and 

dispose of the 2010 Ford F-150 4x2 extended cab pickup.   

Whiting/Bondhus unanimous to approve the purchase of and authorize payment for two (2) 2014 Ford F-150 

4 x 2 extended cab pickup trucks from the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MN DOT) at a cost of 

$22,500, plus tax, title and license fees,  to be paid equally from the Water Fund (601-49400-550) and Sewer 

Fund (602-49990-550), and authorize staff to dispose of a 2010 Ford F-150 4 x 2 extended cab pickup.   
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Other Project Updates 

Public Works staff has laid out the dog training area in Fireman’s Park and will begin working on it this week, 

anticipating completion near the end of the July.  Lift Station #5 is slated for rehabilitation this year.  Bid opening 

is scheduled for June 26.  

   

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT –presented by Administrator Piasecki 

 

ATV Operation on Private Property 

The City has ATV and snowmobile regulations in place prohibiting operation of ATVs on private property 

without the owner’s consent.  Earlier this year, staff and Councilmembers received complaints regarding 

snowmobile operations in city limits, and most recently, complaints of ATV traffic on private property, 

trespassing, and travelling on city streets. The most significant of the complaints is in a residential neighborhood 

where a homeowner has created a private track in his rear yard and has driving his ATV almost continually in 

evenings and on weekends for approximately 18 months.  Recently the neighbor has been trespassing on adjacent 

undeveloped lots, using the walkout elevation grading as ramps and jumps for the ATV.  Until the trespass issue, 

the homeowner is operating within his right to drive the ATV on his private property. Neighboring property 

owners are upset about the noise and dust created by this operation.   

 

The Sheriff’s Office has done what they can with this property owner and has been watching for other ATV 

activities.  Staff is receiving requests from residents to consider tightening ATV regulations or banning them from 

use on private property.  Based on the complaints received, Council may wish to consider modifications to or 

prohibitions of snowmobile and ATV use in City limits within the Code.  The County prohibits operation of a 

“track”, or area of repetitive use, in platted residential subdivisions, or within 1,000-feet of a house.  Big Lake 

prohibits operation on lots less than 2.5-acres in size.  Becker prohibits operation on public streets, right of way or 

ditches.    
 

Council discussed a possible amendment to City Code. Consensus of the Council was to continue law 

enforcement involvement on a case-by-case basis until further action by Council is warranted.        

 

RRFB – Pedestrian Crossing Sign – CSAH 4 & 10th Street W  

Council has been discussing the purchase and installation of an RRFB (Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon) at 

the intersection of CSAH 4 and 10th Street West, which would allow pedestrians to activate flashing warning 

lights alerting motorists a pedestrian is going to cross the street/highway.  Council consensus was to pursue the 

purchase and installation of an RRFB system in this location. 

 

Staff has been working with Sherburne County Public Works staff regarding the configuration of the signage.  

The County has consented the placement of 2 double-sided signs on either side of CSAH 4 and has offered sign 

installation staff to assist the City in assembling and installing the signs, which will save about $6,000 in 

installation costs.    Staff provided a quote from Design Electric in the amount of $8,306.62 for the purchase of 

the TAPCO RRFB package with solar panels for Council consideration.   

 

Whiting/Frederick unanimous to accept the quote from Design Electric in the amount of $8,306.62 for the 

purchase of an RRFB system to be placed at the intersection of CSAH 4 and 10th Street West, as 

recommended by staff.   

 

MAYOR/COUNCIL ITEMS 

The Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department, in conjunction with County Health and Human Services, recently 

complete tobacco compliance checks within the City limits of Zimmerman.  All tobacco licensees passed the 

tobacco compliance check.  No sales were made to underaged youth.  No action taken.   
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Member Frederick attended the Flag retirement ceremony hosted by the Zimmerman American Legion Post on 

June 14.  The Legion 181 American Flags as well as several POW flags.  The Legion is grateful for the City’s 

contribution of a flag box to be located at the American Legion location.   

 

Mayor Stay noted the following upcoming events: 

• June 29 – Passing the Bread Food Distribution at UMA Precision Machining, with setup on June 28 

• July 4 – Independence Day Holiday – All City offices are closed   

 

Before adjourning, Mayor Stay asked for a moment of silence in honor of US military personnel and their families 

at home and abroad as well as local emergency service personnel.   

 

Frederick/Whiting unanimous to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.  Motion carried.   

 

Approved this 1st day of July, 2019. 

 

 

 

s/s Kary Tillmann, Clerk/Treasurer 


