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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE ZIMMERMAN CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2017 

 

CALL TO ORDER The regular meeting of the Zimmerman City Council was called to order at 7:00 

p.m. at City Hall by Acting Mayor Brisbin, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

ROLL CALL Present:  Council Members Brisbin, Nathe, Smith and Whiting.  Mayor 

Earenfight was excused absent.   Also present were Administrator Piasecki, 

Clerk/Treasurer Tillmann, Public Works Director Johnson, and Engineer Bittner.      

 

AGENDA APPROVAL Nathe/Whiting unanimous to approve the agenda with the following change: 

 Delay 2017 Longevity discussion until November 6, 2017   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES Smith/Nathe unanimous to approve the meeting minutes of the October 2, 

2017 Regular Meeting of the City Council as presented. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA Smith/Nathe unanimous to approve the consent agenda as presented as 

follows: 

 

a. Approve the payment of claims (check #39470 - #39505) in the amount of $28,089.50 and electronic 

payments (e-check #1556-5 - #1566) in the amount of $38.631.64 as presented.    

b. Accept invoice #2356 in the amount of $5,428.00 (ck#39506), authorizing payment to Brenteson, Inc., for a 

curb stop repair at 26305 – 6
th
 Street West, as recommended by staff.     

c.  Accept the September 2017 Investment/Funds Report as presented.   

d. Accept the September 2017 Budget Report as presented.   

e. Accept the September 2017 Building Permit Summary Report as presented.   

f. Adopt RESOLUTION #2017-10-01, approving the request of Christ Our Light Catholic Parish for an 

Exempt Permit to conduct lawful gambling at a function to be held at 25909 – 4
th
 Street West, on December 

29, 2017. 

 

OPEN FORUM There was no one present to address the Council during open forum.   

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORT 

Patrol Captain Bob Stangler, Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department, provided an overview of activities for 

the month of September, 2017.  The department received 437 calls for service, including 144 traffic stops with 37 

offenses charged by citation, as opposed 287 calls for service in the same time period in 2016 and 301 calls in 

2015.    Six thefts were reported during the month of September, with two being gas drive-offs.  Three are still 

unresolved.  The Sheriff’s Department responded to 9 property damage vehicle crashes, one vehicle crash with 

injuries and 5 criminal damage to property complaints.  The Sheriff’s Department Preserving the Peace newsletter 

identified October 8 – 14 as Fire Prevention Week and the 2017 focus was on preparing a Fire Escape Plan that 

includes two ways out of a home or business in case of fire.   

 

Council agreed by unanimous consensus to accept the Law Enforcement Report for September, 2017, as 

presented.   
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PUBLIC WORKS REPORT  

 

Proposed 2018 Force Main Replacement 

Engineer Bittner was present to discuss a potential project for 2018, which has been identified on the City’s 

Capital Improvement Plan and was considered as part of the 2015 Fremont Drive Realignment project.     

The proposed project would replace the Lift Station #2 force main along the existing alignment and re-route the 

Lift Station #8 force main to the south and across Fremont Avenue to either merge with or run parallel to the Lift 

Station #2 force main.  In 2015, Council tabled the project until the Fremont Drive Realignment was completed.  

Anticipated cost at this time would be approximately $400,000, which would be paid out of the City’s enterprise 

fund.   

 

Staff recommends Council authorize the City Engineer to proceed with survey work and the preparation of plans 

and specifications for the proposed project.   

 

RESOLUTION #17-10-02 Nathe/Whiting unanimous to adopt RESOLUTION #2017-10-02, directing 

the Engineer to prepare plans and specifications for the making of such 

improvement.    

 

2017 3
rd

 Avenue South Improvements  

 

Order Preparation of Main Street Improvement Roll 

Engineer Bittner was present to discuss the pending assessments for the 2017 3
rd

 Avenue South Street 

Improvement Project, providing two resolutions for consideration in accordance with MN Statute 429.  The first 

resolution identifies the costs to be assessed for the project.  A preliminary assessment roll was developed for the 

Feasibility Report, with final costs projected based on the current status and what remains to be completed.  

Bittner stated that final costs will be less than estimates in the preliminary engineering report.  Proposed 

assessments total $165,529.79.   

 

RESOLUTION #17-10-03 Smith/Whiting unanimous to adopt RESOLUTION #2017-10-03, declaring 

the amount to be assessed against benefitting property owners for the 2017 

3
rd

 Avenue South Street Improvements to be $165,529.79, for a period of 10 

years with an interest rate of 4% per annum from the date of assessment 

adoption, and direct the City Engineer to calculate the final assessment roll 

and file a copy with the City Clerk’s Office.     

 

Schedule Public Hearing on 2017 Street Improvements 

Engineer Bittner asked Council to schedule the assessment hearing for Monday, November 20, 2017.  Notice 

would be published in the City’s legal newspaper and all affected property owners will receive notice with the 

amount of their individual assessment identified.   

 

RESOLTUION #17-10-04 Whiting/Smith unanimous to adopt RESOLUTION #2017-10-04, scheduling 

the hearing on proposed 2
nd

 Street West and 3
rd

 Avenue South Street 

Assessments for Monday, November 20, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon as 

possible thereafter, directing the Clerk to post notice of said hearing in the 

City’s legal newspaper an provide mailed notice to all affected property 

owners.   

 

Pay Request #4 – C & L Contracting 

C & L Excavating was contracted to perform the 2017 3
rd

 Avenue South Improvement Project, which includes 

reconstruction of a portion of 2
nd

 Street West lying south of CSAH 4 and 3
rd

 Avenue South, lying west of Main 

Street.  Work completed to date totals $754,422.32.51, less 5% retainage of $37,721.1213, leaving a balance 
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owing for work on the project to date of $197,435.02.  The City Engineer and city staff have reviewed the pay 

request and recommend approval of Pay Request #4.    

 

RESOLUTION #17-07-05 Nathe/Whiting unanimous to adopt RESOLUTION #2017-07-05, approving 

Pay Request #4 in the amount of $197,435.02 (ck #39507), submitted by C & 

L Excavating for expenses related to the 2017 3
rd

 Avenue South 

Improvement Project, as recommended by the City Engineer.   
 

MN Department of Transportation Master Partnership Agreement  

The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MN DOT) has requested all state aid cities consider the Master 

Partnership Agreement with MN DOT.  The purpose of contract is to allow the City and MN DOT to procure 

services from each other in order to enhance the efficiency of delivery government services.  The City has not 

previously entered into this agreement with MN DOT, even thought it was considered in 2012 and 2013. The type 

of services that can be procured through the agreement by either party  include such things as pavement striping, 

sign repair, carcass removal, engineering services, roadway maintenance, construction administration and 

emergency services.    

RESOLUTION #17-10-06 Nathe/Smith to adopt RESOLUTION #2017-10-06, approving the  

    Master Partnership Agreement with the Minnesota Department of  

    Transportation, authorizing the City Engineer and the City Administrator  

    to negotiate and execute work order contracts pursuant to the Master  

    Contract on behalf of the City, in consultation with the City Council.  

 

DNR Water Supply Plan 

Public Works Director Johnson reported that the Water Supply Plan included for review in the Council packet has 

been submitted to and accepted by the DNR, however needs to be formally adopted by the Council by resolution.  

The Water Supply Plan must be approved before the City’s Wellhead Protection Plan can be approved by the 

State.   

  

RESOLUTION #17-10-07 Whiting/Smith to adopt RESOLUTION #2017-10-07, adopting the Water 

Supply Management Plan for the City of Zimmerman and authorizes 

execution and submission of a Certification of Adoption to the Department 

of Natural Resources, as presented and as recommended by staff.   

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT  

Administrator Piasecki reminded Council of the following upcoming agenda items 

 Attorney Schutt will be here on November 6
th
 to review the proposed Cable Franchise Agreement between the 

City and MidCo.  Council must hold a public hearing on the agreement before considering any action at the 

November 20
th
 meeting.   

 Sherburne County has requested that the City consider the vacation a road easement on the property that 

houses the County’s Public Works building Zimmerman.   

 Vision Enterprises has submitted a request for Tax Abatement to assist with the development of their project.  

An application has been submitted to the City, is currently being reviewed by the City’s Financial Consultant, 

and a public hearing regarding the request has been scheduled for November 6. 

 The Wellhead Protection Plan Part 2 will be presented on December 4.  The City will also hold the annual 

Public Comment Meeting on the prosed 2018 budget and levy at that meeting.    

 

MAYOR/COUNCIL ITEMS 

Mayor Earenfight also noted the following upcoming events: 

 October 28 -- Passing the Bread Food Distribution – 9 - 11 a.m. 
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Before adjourning, Acting Mayor Brisbin asked for a moment of silence in honor of US military personnel and 

their families.   

 

Discussion was held regarding the acquisition of iPads or tablets for electronic delivery of Council packets to 

members instead of paper copies.  Comments were heard from Tyes Laidlaw, 27450 – 109
th

 Street NW, 

Zimmerman, MN  55398, a current Zimmerman High School student, regarding the use of technology for 

Council.  At an upcoming meeting, Council also wished to discuss the purchase of new chairs for the dais in the 

Council Chambers, as well as a pay increase for the Mayor and Council members.  Clerk/Treasurer Tillmann 

reminded Council that any approved pay increase for members would not go into effect until after the City’s next 

General Election, which will be held in November, 2018.  

 

Smith/Whiting unanimous to adjourn the meeting at 7:33 p.m.  Motion carried.   

 

Approved this 6th day of November, 2017. 

 

 

s/s Kary Tillmann, Clerk/Treasurer 


