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Minnesota Department of Human Services (Simplified) Definitions:

Certified Child Care Center- License-exempt child care centers that 

participate in the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) (ex. Boys & Girls 

Club and local school district programs).

Child Care Center- Licensed child care centers in a nonresidential setting 

(ex. Little Red Wagon, Creative Kids Academy, etc.).

Family Child Care- Licensed child care in a residential setting.

Current (June 2026) Number of Licenses in Sherburne County:

Certified Child Care Center- 15

Child Care Center- 21

Family Child Care- 134 (Down 14 from 2025)



Total Identified* Child Care Openings in Sherburne County (June 2026):

Infant: 59 (up 26 from Sept. 2025) 

Toddler: 88 (up 33 from Sept. 2025) 

Preschooler: 169 (up 59 from Sept. 2025) 

School-age: 330 (up 37 from Sept. 2025)

Total: 646 (up 155 from Sept. 2025)

Just Family Child Care Provider Openings:

Infant: 20 (up 9 from Sept. 2025)

Toddler: 16 (down 2 from Sept. 2025)

Preschool: 73 (up 39 from Sept. 2025)

School-age: 30 (up 11 from Sept. 2025)

Total: 139 (up 57 from 2025)

*Numbers from child care providers’ self-reported availability. 

(65% participation rate; up ≈20% from 2025)



Current Locations of Infant Childcare Availability in Sherburne County (June 2026):



Current Locations of Toddler Childcare Availability in Sherburne County (June 2026):



Current Locations of Preschooler Childcare Availability in Sherburne County (June 2026):



Current Locations of School-Age Childcare Availability in Sherburne County (June 2026):



Discussion:

• When called directly to provide child care availability, a majority of providers knew well 

about the availability map. A few mentioned they directed parents to it as a resource.

• A few child care centers expressed surprise and concern that this year has been harder 

to fill their open child care slots. Haven’t had as much parent/caretaker interest in their 

availability.

• Several family child care providers indicated they do not take on as many child as they 

are licensed for, operating closer to 60-80% of their technical max capacity.

• A few family child care providers expressed concern about the MN DCYF Child Care 

Modernization Project and the confusion about what the new regulations will exactly 

mean in practice.

• SE St. Cloud’s census tract is an often identified “child care desert”. This correlates with 

the lack of availability seen on our map for that area of Sherburne County.

• A few child care center providers expressed concern that the certified child care centers 

are direct competition, taking children that otherwise would have filled their open spots.



Thank you!
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